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SAND VALLEY  16TH

GDANSK, POLAND
Par 4, 322 yards
We like the three-shot holes at 4 and 8 here, 
and the last is also terrific, but the 16th is 
our pick for this Polish design by Lassi 
Pekka Tilander. It’s a cute, short two-
shotter but the green is one of the smallest 
and trickiest on the course.

SCANDINAVIAN (OLD)  13TH

COPENHAGEN, DENMARK
Par 4, 405 yards
The tee shot is crucial on this hole. You 
want to keep close to the bunkers on the 
left, to give yourself a clear shot to the  
green. The green is raised and anything 
short will come back down the slick front 
side. A channel of water 100 yards out 
ratchets up the drama.

TERRE BLANCHE  
(CHATEAU)  11TH 

NICE, FRANCE
Par 5, 534 yards
An elevated tee shot is followed by a tricky 
lay-up as a result of a well-positioned 
stream – a dry ‘barranca’ in summer – 
cutting across the fairway. Then there is a 
scenic pitch into a shallow, angled green 
surrounded by trees.

TROIA  3RD

LISBON, PORTUGAL
Par 4, 404 yards 
Robert Trent Jones Snr selected this, a 
gorgeous seaside par 4, as one of the best 
he ever designed.

VALDERRAMA  17TH

SOTOGRANDE, SPAIN
Par 5, 539 yards
A notorious hole, with the difficulty of the 
approach shot over water to the wide but 
shallow green having caught out many 
superstars down the years – including 
Tiger. ‘Los Gabiones’ is a hole we all want 
to have a go on…  

VERDURA (EAST)  6TH 

SCIACCA, SICILY
Par 4, 363 yards
Used to be the West’s 9th but has been 
seriously reworked. A sharp dog-leg right 
with a bunker protecting the corner, it 
looks like a drive over the bunker is the 
shot but, played likely downwind, there is 
a risk of running out of fairway. Taking a 
safer left route means a tricky 8-iron to a 
well-defended green with water and 
bunkers. A super-looking hole with the 
sea as the backdrop for your approach and 
all the way down the right as you tee off.

BRACKET E
BRO HOF SLOTT (STADIUM)  15TH

STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN
Par 5, 625 yards
The dramatic conclusion to the Stadium 
had to have an entry. Water features on 
every hole of the back nine on the Trent 
Jones Jnr design and nowhere more than  
on this sinewy par 5, which has Lake 
Malaren along its entire left side as it 
sweeps towards a long, narrow green.

CARYA  9TH

BELEK, TURKEY
Par 4, 398 yards
Mid-length par 4 at Turkey’s clear No.1. 
Well-bunkered off the tee, your approach 
must be good enough to find a tiered green.

FINCA CORTESIN  4TH

CASARES, SPAIN
Par 4, 335 yards
A pretty, enticing two-shot hole which will 
make for intriguing viewing in this year’s 
Solheim Cup. From an elevated tee, do you 
draw your tee shot on to the apron of the 
green, or lay up and wedge on? You draw it 
because it sits hard to a pond all the way 
down the left, right up to the front edge.

FOHRENWALD  13TH

LANZENKIRCHEN, AUSTRIA
Par 4, 348 yards
This mid-length par 4 is a slight dog-leg 
left with trees and a stream all down the 
left off the tee. Anything too far left will 
block your approach. But hugging left 
gives you a good angle for the approach to 
a green guarded by bunkers on the left and 
the stream which continues front and 
right.

HALMSTAD (NORRA)  16TH

HALMSTAD, SWEDEN
Par 3, 180 yards
In an excellent closing stretch at Halmstad 
North is the picture-perfect 16th. Beautifully 
framed by tall, mature trees, a good-sized 
babbling brook lurks dangerously across 
the front of the green.

LA TOJA  5TH

ISLA DE LA TOJA, SPAIN
Par 3, 122 yards
In the north-west of Spain, an hour north  
of Vigo, you find Royal La Toja. And on this 
nine-hole course you will find this quite 
wonderful short hole. Precociously jutting 
out into the scenic Ria de Arousa on a rocky 
peninsula, two iconic trees also frame the 
memorable ‘Punta Cabreira’.

LUBKER (SAND)  3RD

AARHUS, DENMARK
Par 4, 301 yards
A classic sporty two-shotter where  
many can drive the green but the ‘safe’  
play is a hybrid then a pitch… but even  
then the bunkers short of the target  

make the approach somewhat tricky.  
The 7th on Lubker’s Sky course was also  
a strong contender.

PINE CLIFFS  6TH

ALGARVE, PORTUGAL
Par 3, 216 yards
Played off the tips, ‘Devil’s Parlour’ presents 
a knee-trembling tee shot to a green sitting 
atop the iconic orange cliffs. A clifftop, 
oceanside classic.

OITAVOS DUNES  14TH

CASCAIS, PORTUGAL
Par 3, 165 yards
The pick of a stellar collection of short holes, 
the Dunes’ 14th has the Atlantic Ocean as  
the backdrop to an infinity green beyond a 
gorge of sandy waste; aesthetic appeal and 
real drama.

QUINTA DO LAGO  
(SOUTH)  16TH 

ALGARVE, PORTUGAL
Par 4, 409 yards
Hard on the heels of the 14th and 15th 
(also in this list), this gently dog-legging 
par 4 is beautifully framed by umbrella 
pines and the Ria Formosa lagoon beyond 
the green.  

ROYAL OSTEND  8TH

OSTEND, BELGIUM
Par 3, 150 yards
There are two classic seaside par 3s in three 
holes at Ostend. The 6th, the ‘Postage 
Stamp’, and ‘Blekkaert’, the 8th, are both 
played from elevated tees. Both offer views 
onto the North Sea and down across the 
superb middle section of this revered 
Belgian ‘Royal’, with Blekkaert well 
defended by collecting pot bunkers.

Finca Cortesin

Carya
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TERRAS DA COMPORTA  
(DUNAS)  4TH

LISBON, PORTUGAL
Par 4, 441 yards
This downhill par 4 offers lots of choices 
off the tee. Hard left over a high fairway 
bunker allows you to catch a speed slot 
and open up an undefended green. It’s a 
risky tee shot but an easy second that  
sets up birdie. Head right for safety and 
you face a semi-blind approach to a 
narrow green front that is backed with 
deep bunkers.

TOXANDRIA  4TH 

MOLENSCHOT, NETHERLANDS
Par 3, 141 yards
A medium-length par 3 with a volcano 
green defended by three bunkers and lots  
of short grass and heather.

VALE DO LOBO (OCEAN)  15TH

ALGARVE, PORTUGAL
Par 3, 195 yards
We could just repeat our words for Vale do 
Lobo Royal’s 16th… “One of the most 
photographed holes in world golf, and with 
good reason.” This one is at beach level and 
is every bit as awesome. 

VISBY  18TH

GOTLAND, SWEDEN
Par 5, 516 yards
This Swedish course had nominations for 
several holes – most notably the 2nd, 6th, 
8th, 16th and 17th – but this epic three-shot 
finisher got the nod. Spectacular in setting 
and challenge.

BRACKET F
CASTELFALFI (MOUNTAIN)  9TH

FLORENCE, ITALY
Par 3, 194 yards
A downhill short hole of exceptional beauty, 
playing from a tee 100ft above the green to a 
target guarded by water. 

COSTA NAVARINO (BAY)  2ND

KALAMATA, GREECE
Par 3, 179 yards
The Bay course is rarely anything other 
than aesthetically spellbinding and the 2nd 
is probably the high. A beautiful par 3 played 
right alongside Navarino Bay.

EL SALER  5TH

VALENCIA, SPAIN
Par 5, 518 yards
The highlight for many will be the stretch 
that ends the front nine, but the 5th plays up 
and over the brow of an hill and opens up a 
classic seaside landscape.

EMPORDA (FOREST)  6TH

GIRONA, SPAIN
Par 4, 321 yards
Intriguing two-shot hole with two routes  
to the green – either a straight drive to a 
peninsula fairway and a shorter approach, 
or head left to a more slender landing strip 
and face a longer shot to the green… but 
without flying over water.

ESTONIAN G&CC (SEA)  3RD 
TALLINN, ESTONIA

Par 4, 350 yards
Takes you from the higher ground of the 
forest down to the edge of the Baltic Sea.

GOLF DU MEDOC  
(CHATEAU)  14TH

BORDEAUX, FRANCE
Par 5, 532 yards
A classic risk-reward par 5 by Bill Coore 
begins with an awesome driving hole that 
will resonate with anyone who has played 
over the open heathland terrain of Walton 
Heath. The turf runs fast here so cut 
enough of the corner off and it’s reachable 
in two… but gorse, pines, heather, water and 
sand wait to punish modest execution.

LINNA GOLF  9TH

HAMEENLINNA, FINLAND
Par 4, 403 yards
Pine-lined Linna has several outstanding 
holes. This one used to be the 18th but now 
acts as the last on the front nine, taking you 
from an elevated tee back to the clubhouse 
with an approach over a lake.

LA RESERVA CLUB  15TH

SOTOGRANDE, SPAIN
Par 3, 222 yards
The huge, tiered green has water wrapped 
around it on fully two sides while three 
bunkers add further protection.

MARCO SIMONE  16TH 

ROME, ITALY
Par 4, 354 yards
A brilliant risk-reward par 4 that will 

provide plenty of excitement in the Ryder 
Cup. Go for the green with a driver but risk 
finding the water hazard on the right, or lay 
up and wedge in… but as well as water there 
are also two bunkers, and stopping the ball 
is even harder from a downhill lie…

MONTE REI  12TH

ALGARVE, PORTUGAL 
Par 4, 344 yards
This dog-leg right par 4 gives long hitters 
the chance to attack the green with their 
drive with a tailwind, but for most of us it is 
a fairway wood or hybrid then a medium 
iron to avoid the water at the front of the 
angled green.

QUINTA DA RIA  12TH

ALGARVE, PORTUGAL 
Par 4, 314 yards
Played within the Ria Formosa Natural 
Park, from where the club takes its name, 
this short par 4 encapsulates the beautiful 
setting this jewel of the Algarve enjoys.

VALDERRAMA  12TH

SOTOGRANDE, SPAIN
Par 3, 213 yards
Beautifully framed by an amphitheatre of 
trees, this simple par 3’s green is well 
bunkered on both sides and has a tongue  
of close-cropped apron extending towards 
you, showing you the route in. Easier said 
than written.

VERDURA (WEST)  17TH 

SICILY, ITALY
Par 3, 179 yards
The West’s 17th plays to a long green with 
two big bunkers and precious little room to 
the left with the likelihood of the wind off 
the sea. A spectacularly beautiful hole, and 
a challenging one.

VILLA D’ESTE  18TH

MILAN, ITALY
Par 4, 345 yards
This testingly tight and well-bunkered 
short par 4 closes out your round at our 
Italian No.1. The palatial clubhouse sits 
above the green.

PALMARES (ALVOR)  4TH

ALGARVE, PORTUGAL
Par 5, 597 yards
“Arguably the best hole in the country,’  
said one panellist. A mix of beauty and beast.

Vale do Lobo (Ocean)




